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Pastorõs Ponderings é      
If you truly want to find the secret to contentment, then you must embrace the words of Jesus himself 

who said:  

  Give away your life; youôll find life given back, but not merely  

  given backðgiven back with bonus and blessing. Giving, not  

  getting, is the way! (Luke 6:38 ï The Message).  

  Jesus, who is essentially giving a great message about how we  

  should love our enemies and not judge others; is now expanding on 

  those words of judgment, condemnation, and forgiveness (verse 37) 

with these words of encouragement to allé Giveðand when you do it will be given back with bonus and 

blessing!  

The Apostle Paul picked up on this thought when he was writing to the Church at Galatia. It was here 

that he was giving the profound message that a person will reap what they sow. In other words, if you 

sow evilness, you will reap it; but if you sow kindness, you will receive kindness in return.  

Walk into any room with a smile on your face, and a good attitude, and you will naturally affect others 

around you with the same outlook. The same can be said that if you walked into that same room with a 

miserable attitude, thatôs the very atmosphere that you seek to implant in that entire room. Yes, you are 

that powerful!  

óGivingô is the profound concept of Jesus leaving the 99 sheep behind  

because he wants to go after the one! He values the one so much that heôs 

willing to leave 99 behind; knowing that those 99 are now in danger  

because the shepherd is no longer close by to keep them safe. Thatôs the risk 

heôs willing to take! He recognizes that the 99 can fight together, but the one 

doesnôt stand a chance all alone! Heôs willing to give of himself, so that he 

may care for one.  

Itôs the overwhelming, never-ending, reckless love of God! Itôs nothing we 

could earnðnothing we even deserveðyet he continues to give himself away!  

Are we as a church ready to embrace this model in 2018? And not only embrace it, but teach it, and mod-

el for others to learn from! Are we ready to give, without expecting anything in return? Are we ready to 

take a risk to pursue that one lost soul who needs Jesus? Are we willing to do whatever it takes to invest 

in that one lost soul, without expecting anything in return? Are we hopeful that we can model the same 

overwhelming, never-ending, reckless love of God toward others?  
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* Christmas Eve 

** Christmas Day 

9:00 am 2017  2016 

December 3 59 58 

 December 10 44 60 

December 17 59 66 

December 24* 60 35** 

Christmas Eve* 92 107 
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        WŀƴǳŀǊȅ т .ƻō aŀǊǎƘŀƭƭ 

        WŀƴǳŀǊȅ мп WƻƘƴ [Ŝǿƛǎ 

        WŀƴǳŀǊȅ нм ±ƛŎƪƛ IŜƴŘŜǊǎƻƴ 

        WŀƴǳŀǊȅ ну wƻȅ wƛƴŜŜǊ 
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wORSHIP 

Pastorôs Hours 

 Mondays:    10 a.m. to 3 p.m. (Office) 

         6 p.m. to 9 p.m. (Meetings) 

         Drop-in Hours from noon-2 p.m. 

 Tuesdays:    8 a.m. to 4 p.m. (Office) 

                      Drop-in Hours from noon-2 p.m. 

 Wednesdays:  Visitations and Sermon Prep ï  

                              No Drop-in Hours 

Thursdays:    10 a.m. to 4 p.m. (Office) 

                     Drop-in Hours from noon-2 p.m. 

Fridays:                     - OFF - 

January Altar Flowers     

                      
January Sundays are open 

for those who wish to place 

altar flowers in  

celebration,  

in memory of a loved one,  

or to the glory of God!   

Sign-up is in Epworth. 

January 20
 

8 a.m. 
Fellowship Hall 

 Special Music Calendar  

   Dec 31   ž   Carl & Patti Esh 

   Jan 7    ž   Ken & Dottie Book 

   Jan 14  ž    Tom Fish 

   Jan 21  ž   John & Pat  Lewis 

                    Jan 28  ž   Jim & Janice Frey 

Men, 

please  

note : 

We are  

returning  

to  

Fellowship  

Hall over  

winter!  

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwim6MGRhoXYAhXPQ98KHbGIAeEQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.marthastewart.com%2F869083%2Fwinter-flower-arrangements&psig=AOvVaw36Yd6aomGfby8hyCxkVxFa&ust=1513187825603
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Mim Brendle 
35 Prospect Road 
Strasburg PA 17579 

Mimôs Birthday : March 5, 1919    

 

Robbie Golston        
433 South Kinzer Avenue 
46 VSA 
New Holland, PA 17557 

Robbieôs Birthday:  October 29 

 

June Good                   

2001 Harrisburg Pike 
Apt B246 
Lancaster,PA 17601 

Juneôs Birthday:  July 14    

 

Jerre Groff 

Oakleaf Manor, Room B20 
2101 Wabank Road 
Millersville, PA  17551 

Jerreôs Birthday:  May 29 
 

Eva Kohlmaier  

c/o Donna Bitterman 
44 Denlinger Avenue 
Strasburg, PA  17579 

Evaôs Birthday:  May 20 

 
Blake E. Nicholson, Jr.           Happy Birthday, 
2001 Harrisburg Pike # ML415           Blake! 
Lancaster PA 17601-2641 
Phone: (717) 390-4945 

Blakeôs Birthday: January 10, 1923 
 
Melvin Rosier              
The Glen at Willow Valley, Room 531  
675 Willow Valley Square 
Lancaster PA 17602 
Phone: (717) 464-4947 

Melôs Birthday: August 9 
 
John & Evie Sigman    
2001 Harrisburg Pike     

EW381 
Lancaster, PA 17601 

Johnôs Birthday:  September 21  

Evieôs Birthday:  September 12 

 

Help to take off  the chill: 
Stay in touch with those at home! 
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Wednesdays 

6:30 p.m. 

Pole Barn 

missions  

#d]en - #]nkh 2e_a 

,uj`] (kq_g ¼ 0]opkn $]ra !h`anokj        

     Pennies for Missions  

  In November, we raised $53.35 through Pennies for Missions. Pick 
up a soup can on the counter in the Epworth Room. Then at home, 
for every meal you eat, place two pennies in your soup can. Pennies 
collected on last Sunday of the month support our mission projects.  


